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but the ships proved to bo only the English
squadron. Again in July Lally heard that the
English had hoisted the signal for a general
action and inferred that French ships must be
at hand ; but the long-shore wind brought no
sounds of a cannonade to his anxious ears.
Bettor still than the arrival of the squadron
would be news from Europe of a victorious
peace that would sot matters in their old
train, permit the rebuilding of dilapidated
fortunes, and withdraw the control of the
King's hated lieutenant-general; but though
the war had opened well enough for the
French, its later stages were marked by
persistent defeat in other regions as in India,
and peace was not to come in time to save
Pondichery from complete destruction.

Meanwhile an over-growing pressure,
financial and military, had to be faced ; nor
was this facilitated by the dissensions reign-
ing between the King's and the Company's
representatives- Lally was to pay dearly for
betraying his suspicions of Leyrit, the Gov-
ernor, and yet^ leaving him still in office.
It was generally believed (and probably with
reason) that Leyrit exerted himself to prevent
the success of Lally's schemes for raising
money. Lally asserted that Leyrit had trans-
formed his plan of levying money from the
Councillors' prosperous dubashos into an